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unusual type of soul. He attended Mass regularly, kept Sundays holy and cared for the poor. All of
this is true, but at the same time, he gave himself up to various excesses and to pride. I persuaded
him to be self-conceited, and he swallowed that as if it were a sweet drink. I pushed Pride towards
him and she became his very life. He was concerned about his fame and his priority. I alone am the
Lord. I am the Highest.” That was the motto of this miserable creature. He knew that people respect
a wealthy man. For that reason he amassed a great deal of wealth for himself. This man also knew
that knowledge constitutes authority. For that reason, he worked to gain knowledge. Unstable in his
opinions, he knew how to give advice - “This is the law, but this is against the law.’ He was good to
all appearances and at the same time, he cared for the poor for his own glory. I talked him into
various transgressions and he only made certain that this matter should not surface and damage his
reputation. Fame was his goal. His motto: ‘I alone; I first; I the most intelligent.” And he adapted or
complied all of his actions to that. That’s why his soul belongs to me and to my kingdom.”

The judges could not agree on a verdict. Therefore, the voice of God postpones this matter in
order to give this poor soul a chance to correct the evil. “Let this poor soul return to earth for one
more hour and let him benefit from that hour.”

At that moment, there came from the coffin a pitiful moan, “I am being severely judged. Help
me, all ye poor people for whom I was a father. All you priests, save me, because I was your friend.”
Just that much, not a word of humility, nor a word asking God’s forgiveness, nor even a thought
about God.

After that entire day passed, again we saw that poor scholar before the heavenly throne.
Now, it was already God Himself who spoke in a very stern voice, “I forgive you all of your sins with
the exception of one. You worked a lot, that's true, but you always worked without a proper goal,
without the true goal of every earthly life, which I am. True, you loved a lot but without
supernatural love. Finally, and it is true that you are pious, but your piety was without humility. In
the face of all of this, I give your soul the sentence of damnation.

This decision by the voice of God falls at that same moment when King St. Louis, standing by
the coffin of this scholar, testifies publicly: “I knew you personally for many years. I can testify that
you were a good Catholic and a true father of the poor. If there is anyone, it is you who deserve
eternal salvation.”

But at that moment, a terrifying cry comes from the coffin - “I am condemned to eternal
damnation.” At that moment the king removed his crown and stepped down from the throne.
Another witness of the unusual event was the Canon Bruno. He made up his mind to reject the
world and he started the penitential community of the Carthusians, convinced that one must fear
life more than death.

Therefore, let us remember that the goal or purpose of our life is God. Let us pave our way
to God in deepest humility, in self-denial, in dedication and love. Let us use our time and our
abilities for God. Then, our life, regardless of what may happen, will flow profitably. Let us live with
God so that we can end our life with God and we will find eternal rest in God.
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November 13, 1949
I greet all of you my dear country men with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

We are living in a time of egoism, a time of exclusive love of self and one’s own interests; in
times of complete satisfaction of one’s personal fancies without the least regard for God’s law of
love and justice. For ourselves, we demand every right and privilege but for others we deny every
right which rightly and justly belongs to them. The more God blesses us, the more Divine
Providence gives us, the greater are out demands and pretenses. We are under the impression, a
very wrong impression, that we are entitled to everything, not only to that which is good, but even
to that which in our eyes is the very best. Carried away by the fever of over-excitement, we mark
out as the one and only goal of all of our efforts in life to be the achievement of fame, honors,
positions and all sorts of material means to achieve what we consider as happiness or success.

Naturally, we are not particular about our means. We care little or nothing at all as to
whether these means are fair or not; just so that we can climb to the highest point on the ladder,
and from that height, to look down proudly at the crowd paying homage. We sharply suppress all
qualms of conscience; we resolutely put down the more noble movements of the heart; pitilessly we
disregard out hungry and thirsty soul. We lay down our conscience, heart and soul to the gods of
the world without any reservations, without the least scruple for the sake of worldly happiness. We
don’t want, we truly don’t want to understand that these things about which we are so concerned
and which we are seeking will neither quiet our conscience, nor satisfy out heart nor save out soul.

We forget the strict warning of our Savior who called out - “Of what benefit will it be to man
even if he gains the whole world, but loses his soul?” Or “What will a man give in exchange for his
soul?” Oh, how difficult, how terribly difficult it is to understand these words of Christ that are so
clear and simple. If we didn’t have any instructions from God, we would have a valid excuse, but
that is not the case. We have been given warnings, reminders, cautions and threats. It is time to be
around, to wake up and to change for the better. Now to our talk entitled:

NEW PATHS

It is well worth asking yourself - “What is a human being in the presence of God?” I am not
asking what a person is like in comparison to God, because there can be no comparison between
God and a creature, because the difference is just as great as it is between heaven and earth.
Therefore, man, compared to God is so extremely small, like that moth which so greedily flies
around a light. However, this man who is so miserable and so weak does not admit to that truth. On
the contrary, he not only appraises himself as being wise and proper, but he appraises himself
excessively, a bit too much, in a word, he overestimates himself. Why? Because his heart is
completely full of self- love. If he would love himself just as much as he loves his neighbor, in such
love there would be nothing vicious or nothing depraved. Unfortunately, that is not the case.

A person loves himself exclusively. He loves himself above everyone else. Itis, 1, and I. In
this I or me there is only self-conceit and pride. Today’s person is such a modern, up-to-date Caesar,
who always, everywhere and in everything wants to be in the first place. Man, that poor creation, in
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his thoughts, words and actions seeks himself, over-values himself and praises himself not
remembering that everything that he has he has received from God.

Not too long ago I read that the people of our times reserve their entire heart for
themselves. They don’t want and they do not allow God to look into their heart. In this heart, they
build their own altar. It is on this altar that they place their own picture and it is expressly to this
picture that they bear deep homage.

Modern man works strenuously, diligently and he works ambitiously. However, he works in
order to gain recognition for himself, a higher position and better remuneration. That is the main
purpose of all of his day dreams and all of his efforts. He imagines that no one can guess his purpose
and that he is sailing, without being noticed, to victory, to his imagined good fortune. He forgets that
he is not sailing under water, but is walking on the ground, and that people have eyes and therefore,
cannot be deceived. All about him becomes not only cool, but cold; people often even those who are
his closest friends shun him and avoid him. He becomes a burden to himself, because he deviated
from the true path, because his eyes lost their true goal which was marked out for man, not by
scholars and the wise men of earth, but by the Almighty Creator God.

Today’s modern man, apparently and mistakenly self-sufficient, if he did not yet throw off
God completely and totally, then he either places God in the second row, or he moves God into a
corner, as though God were an obstacle to success and happiness. That modern human creature is
poor and short-sighted for in spite of coming from the hands of God, despite the fact that it is
created in the image and likeness of God, deliberately moves away from God, avoids God, removes
himself from God and even pushes God away from himself.

Comfortably, but dangerously, he forgets that the main purpose of every creature is God.
For this purpose he was created. It is for this reason that he is on earth. It is for this reason that he
is alive; in order to seek God, to find God and to learn all about Him. Then, so that he would love God
and serve Him faithfully. Isn’t this exactly what our Savior Himself taught when He called out - “Do
not worry” then saying: “What will I eat or what will I drink, or what will I wear? Because the
pagans seek all of these things. Your heavenly Father knows that you need all of these things.
Therefore, seek ye first the kingdom of God and His justice, and all of this will be given to you. Do
not worry then about tomorrow for tomorrow’s day will take care of itself. Sufficient for the day is
its own tribulation.”

Today’s modern man, however, does not depend on the Providence of God because he
either has little or no faith in it. He wants to be his own Providence and he disregards the
Providence of God, forgetting that in speaking of Providence, Jesus was not speaking of a great,
highly educated, famous person, but of a person who is a believer, a very deep believer. At the same
time one forgets this simple fact, that the fate of a person is formed and shaped only partially by
external circumstances such as place of birth, environment, education, friends, political support, but
mainly by his own character, that is his actions and his behavior. His character may be diverse.

Woe to the person who does not have a good character for in such a case that person lacks
kind heartedness, honor, dependability and a conscience. A conceited fellow is an egoist who only
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loves himself and only cares about himself. An egoist then is a prig, is insolent, conceited, pompous,
and impudent. Everyone runs away from such an individual, both people and animals; old people,
young people and children. Everyone is on their guard and do not believe him. He, with his warped
character awakens distrust in others, brings about objections and causes difficulties.

On the contrary, the exact opposite occurs around a person who by a straight and right path
goes to the true goal of his life to God. Because such a person is humble, is convinced of his own
weaknesses and helplessness, is dependent on his faith and looks upon his neighbor as his brother,
who is his equal. Such a character draws to himself the hearts of both, the good and the bad and he
wins over the minds of both, the simple and the learned.

In 1942, when it was about the middle of World War 11, at the invitation of the British and
Polish governments, I went to the British Isles. There I met with various army personnel, civilians
and spiritual leaders. In almost every conversation I heard this one basic question - “Does this
person or nation serve the cause, or do they only serve themselves?” “Does this general or that
diplomat serve himself, for does he serve the cause?” If it was proven about anyone of them, that he
benefitted from this world misfortune for his personal ambitions, for his career, situation, or
advancement, he was immediately pushed aside. He who worked for the cause, the gates of fame
and career, as well as to recognition, honors and rewards stood wide open. He who worked for
himself was thrown on the trash pile and lost everything.

Whom does a person of the twentieth century serve and for whom does he work? Does he
serve God'’s affairs, and does he serve God? Or does he slavishly pursue his own personal affairs and
like in a vicious circle he runs after only those things concerning his own career? Are people today
seeking above all else the Kingdom of God and His justice, or are they locking themselves away in
their shell of egoism, just like a turtle locks himself in his crustacean house and beyond the real Me,
they see no one and recognize nothing?

It is worth recalling what Bishop Gawlina once wrote: “Ordinarily man over estimates
himself, but there is one who pierces the human heart to the very bottom with his own probe which
is sometimes painful. God does this out of His immense love for us. His Divine Providence which
knows and cares about even that worm locked up in a shell at the bottom of the sea, cares not only
about us individually, but He also cares about our fellow creatures and about the spread of the
entire Kingdom of God. The Providence of God, in its goodness brings us not only success and
happiness, but also humiliations and temporal disasters. The most beautiful dreams, our highest
reveries crumble like glass. Health and well-being can be an invincible impediment to serving God,
but sickness and misfortune are often the key to happiness, not only for the sick and disappointed
person, but for everyone who looks at this suffering.

All the human teachings, beginning from the pagan philosophers and ending with the
theories of Naziism and Communism, which rest on the false philosophy of totalitarianism give
birth to pride, egoism and hatred. It suffices for one to check the records of the Third German Reich.
It suffices to look at the events and happenings in that Soviet heaven and also in those small
countries behind the Iron Curtain.
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Itis only the teachings of Christ that gives birth to humility, self-sacrifice, dedication and
love of neighbor, not excluding love for our enemies. Our Savior did not hesitate to overturn the
corrupt human nature to the core and to introduce a certain category of revolution, demanding
humility, self-sacrifice and generosity. “I have come down from heaven, not to do My will, but the
will of Him Who sent Me.” And “Learn from Me, for | am meek and humble of heart and you will find
peace for your souls.” Humility is the fundamental teaching of Christ, it is the mother of other
virtues, it is a key to happiness.

Just look at people’s faces. They are gloomy, covered with dark clouds. Take a peek into the
minds of people. There you see unrest, uncertainty, fright and anxiety. Look into these human
hearts. How much dissatisfaction and bitterness is there. Why is there so much sadness, so much
anguish, so many complaints? Is it due to the misfortune which has fallen upon this world? Is it
because the enemies of the Kingdom of God seem to be winning at the moment? Not at all. All of this
is a result of the fact that all human dreams, pursuits, intentions and efforts chance upon obstacles,
on failures and on break-downs. Therefore, these poor people are moving with a heavy step, slowly,
one foot after the other, as though they were carrying on their shoulders the misfortunes of the
entire world. Meanwhile, they only carry a tiny bag of excessive but unfulfilled ambitions, dreams,
desires, and fancies.

People cannot blame God for this. Why have they closed their souls before God? Why have
they closed their eyes on the true goal of life? They have completely broken that golden link
between the Creator and the creature and therefore their minds lay vacant, their hearts dried up
and their souls are numb.

We can literally compare today’s people to certain radio sets in which the connection is not
exact, or the radio is unsuitably or inaccurately wired. In such instances, either the radio is silent or
it gives off stormy cracking sounds, hissing and impossible to understand growling noises. Yet, in
the air there circulates beautiful, harmonious songs and music. As soon as we make the proper
connection, plug in the radio and set it on the correct station, we hear the wonderful songs and
breath-taking music. This can be compared to the human soul.

As soon as a person sets it on the wave of humility, self-denial and love, a divine melody
plays in it, the gate of God and to God’s inspirations opens and the horizon of a new life opens up
before man, a new, full and satisfying life. Man recognizes and understands the goal of his life. He
directs his thoughts, words and actions toward this goal. Now no one and nothing can tear his sight
from that goal. Here, maybe some will say that he is still working for himself - that’s true, but at the
same time, he is not avoiding work in the affairs of the Lord or for his neighbor, therefore he has
certain merits. He must have them in the eyes of God. On this territory we must walk cautiously and
prudently, remembering that some things escape the eyes of the people who judge from the
outward appearance. That will not pass for us in the eyes of God Who penetrates into the depths of
the heart of a person and knows all the secrets of the human soul.

Years ago, when I was a cleric in Rome, I read an unusually interesting story based on a
drama and translated into the Italian language. I forgot the name of the author but, that doesn’t
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matter. The action of the story takes place in heaven, in hell and on earth. The actors were people,
saints and devils. This is the story, supposedly taken from life.

“In Paris, during the time of St. Louis, there lived a certain Pierre Vigoroux. This person was
capable, unusually capable. He had the true fame of education. With great ease he mastered the
problems of philosophy, theology, law and medicine. Among others, the French king and the
Cardinal of Paris came to him for advice. He was called the Oracle of Education. Scholars from far
and near turned to him for decisions and verdicts. His words were never denied or even doubted.
His home was very showy and it was enriched with works of art.

This learned doctor, handsome and elegant, was always fashionably and handsomely
dressed. He was an exemplary Catholic and a model of good example. After his work in education,
he was dedicated to performing acts of mercy among the poor and the sick to that extent that these
poor people considered him their father. Therefore, it is no wonder that both, heaven and hell
turned their attention to this unusual man.

Hell sent out its agents dressed in the togas of professors. These agents, pretending to seek
his advice, praise him under the heavens, exciting and increasing in him the feelings of self-conceit.
The demon or Satan, under the name of Vanity greatly helps them.

Immediately, heaven sends him two angels in human form to help him - Conscience and
Priest. We see him at a banquet. Seated with him at the table are both the angels and the devils. To
the questions put before him within the realm of law and morality, he answers according to
whether they are being asked of him by Conscience or whether the question is being asked by
Vanity. The reader shudders when even Vanity in a sudden show of sympathy for him, warns him
during this feast - “Be careful, man, for you are surrounded by demons.”

The head of the staff of demons is not satisfied with Vanity’s work, therefore he sends Pride,
disguised as a fascinating woman, to take her place. This Envoy, Pride soon shows that that greatly
worshipped doctor has no solid base. Despite his external religious practices and acts of mercy, this
doctor, under the influence and care of Pride, he blunders into constantly new crimes.

In order to save him, heaven shows him in his dreams the horrors of the suffering of the
damned, but that only exerts a momentary and passing effect on him. Therefore, heaven sends him
a very serious illness so that he would come to his senses. But our scholar pays no attention to this,
and possessed by the devil Pride, he gives himself entirely to her service. He agrees with all of her
furtive whispers, persuasions and advice. His sickness ends with his death in his prime of life. Then
our author places before our eyes the coffin containing the remains of our learned one. His coffin
stands before the Cathedral of Notre Dame. The Cardinal of Paris, surrounded by several hundred
priests leads the funeral procession. There are great crowds of mourners. Among them are crowds
of poor people, tenderly lamenting their benefactor and protector.

The soul of the doctor is led to the foot of the heavenly throne. The judges are the Apostles
over whom the Invisible God presides. Conscience and Pride lead the doctor, while Lucifer himself
is the Accuser. Very serious, with his ascetic look, he turns the arguments in a very masterful
fashion. Listen to what he says for it may benefit many. “This man, Lord,” he says to God, “is of an




